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THE  TRIUMPH  OF 
COMMUNISM 


The  speech  on  the  Centenary  of  the  "  Communist 

Manifesto,"  made  by  Emile  Burns  to  the  Twentieth 

National  Congress  of  the  Communist  Party. 


THE  spectre  of  Communism,  which  a  hundred  years  ago 
haunted  Europe,  is  now  an  organised  force  twenty  million 
strong,  spread  over  the  entire  world.  The  Tsarist  Empire, 
then  the  centre  of  European  reaction,  has  passed  into  history. 
In  its  place  stands  the  Soviet  Union,  the  first  Socialist  State  irr 
the  world.  The  Austro-Hungarian  Empire  of  Metternich  has- 
gone,  and  from  its  ruins  have  arisen  the  People's  Democracies, 
of  Czechoslovakia,  Hungary,  Yugoslavia  and  Albania.  Prussia 
no  longer  exists.  The  domination  of  monopoly  capitalist 
imperialism  throughout  Asia  is  crumbling.  The  ideas  of  Com- 
munism have  indeed  become  a  material  force;  they  have  gripped 
countless  millions  of  the  exploited  and  oppressed. 

It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  today  Communism  haunts  more 
than  ever  the  surviving  powers  of  the  old,  decaying  social  order 
— Pope  and  President,  de  Gasperi  and  de  Gaulle,  British  right- 
wing  Labour  leaders  and  American  police. 

Why  is  Communism  ever  present  in  their  thoughts,  their 
speeches,  and  their  plans  today?  Because  they  themselves  are 
ghosts  of  the  past.  They  try  to  strut  proudly  on  the  stage  of 
history;  but  they  know  their  days  are  numbered,  that  the  future 
is  not  theirs.  Their  fear  and  hatred  of  Communism  is  their  fear 
and  hatred  of  the  common  people,  who  are  destined  to  replace 
them. 

A  hundred  years  ago,  Marx  and  Engels  declared  in  the 
Communist  Manifesto  that  the  fall  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  the 
victp/y  of  the  proletariat  were  equally  inevitable.  This  was  not 
prophetic  insight,  but  a  scientific  conclusion  drawn  from  their 
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profound  study  of  the  history  of  mankind.  They  were  the  first 
to  draw  from  history  the  laws  of  mankind's  development,  the 
.  laws-of  social  change.  The  materialist  conception  of  history,  the 
conception  of  technical  change  as  the  driving  force,  the  clash 
with  the  social  relations  and  the  whole  superstructure  based  on 
an  outdated  mode  of  production — these  are  ideas  which  not  only 
illumine  the  pages  of  past  history  but  light  up  for  us  the  future. 

But  history  is  made  by  man.  The  clash  between  the  productive 
forces  and  the  social  relations  expresses  itself  in  the  struggle 
between  classes  within  society.  All  history  is  the  history  of  class 
struggles.  It  is  Marxism  which  enables  us  to  see  the  reign  of 
law  in  the  seeming  labyrinth  and  chaos  of  persons  and  events 
in  a  tociety  that  is  always  changing. 

How  empty  and  unsatisfying  are  the  conclusions  of  historians 
who  have  not  the  clue  provided  by  Marxism  !  Their  most  pains- 
taking research,  -the  most  accurate  detail,  the  most  brilliant 
writing  leave  them  still  unable  to  touch  the  real  movement  of 
history.  Everything  is  for  them  a  series  of  chance  events.  Any 
explanation  that  they  attempt  is  in  terms  of  persons  and 
characters,  moral  values  and  abstract  ideas  judged  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  society  within  which  the  historian's  outlook 
has  been  shaped.  Minds  trained  on  this  kind  of  history  are 
unable  to  grasp  what  a  revolution  means,  with  its  upheaval  of 
social  relations,  institutions  and  ideas.  Just  as  they  judge  the 
past  from  their  corner  in  the  present,  so  also  do  they  judge  the 
future,  condemning  and  reviling  what  they  cannot  understand, 
because  it  is  alien  to  their  own  social  order. 

Contrasted  with  these  narrow,  self-satisfied  moralisers,  what 
giants  were  Marx  and  Engels  !  Discovering  the  fundamental  law 
of  movement  in  human  society,  they  gave  a  meaning  to  history 
which  every  further  advance  in  knowledge  has  abundantly  con- 
firmed. Using  this  law  to  study  the  society  in  which  they  lived, 
they  were  able  to  make  a  scientific  prediction  of  its  further 
development  and  final  fate,  which  in  turn  history  has  confirmed. 

The  Power  of  Marxism 

But  Marxism  is  not  passive  theorising  and  prediction,  however 
accurate.  Like  all  sciences,  it  is  knowledge  used  by  man  to  give 
him  greater  power  over  the  blind  forces  of  nature.  Marxism  is 
a  guide  to  action;  theory  and  practice  are  one.  This  is  the  key 
to  the  all-conquering  power  of  Marxism,  in  sharp  contrast  with 
the  armchair  philosophising  and  wish-fulfilment  dreaming  of 
what  Engels  called  "  all  manner  of  social  quacks." 

Therefore,  the  Communist  Manifesto  was  far  more  th%n  a 
brilliant  statement  of  the  laws  of  motion  governing  human 
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was  only  then  emerging  in  most  countries  of  Europe.  Above 
all,  it  was  a  call  to  the  most  conscious  section  of  the  working 
class  to  set  up  its  Party,  the  Communist  Party,  "  the  most 
advanced  and  resolute  section  of  the  working-class  parties  of 
every  country,  that  section  which  pushes  forward  all  others"; 
a  Party  which  has  "  the  advantage  of  clearly  understanding  the 
line  of  march,  the  conditions  and  the  ultimate  general  results 
of  the  proletarian  movement." 

Men  make  history.  But  they  make  it  of  material  that  is  not 
of  their  choosing.  That  material  in  Britain,  a  hundred  years 
ago,  was  the  capitalist  society  of  which  Marx  and  Engels  wrote. 
A  capitalist  class  itself  in  ferment,  in  which  the  battle  of  each 
against  all  was  constantly  hurling  the  weaker  down  from  the 
foothills  into  the  proletarian  abyss,  and  raising  the  stronger  few 
to  still  greater  heights.  A  proletariat  itself  as  yet  unformed, 
constantly  recruited  from  all  classes  of  the  population.  A 
proletariat  gradually  becoming  conscious  of  its  common  interests 
as  craftsmen,  building  its  trade  unions  in  the  struggle  for  a  more 
human  existence;  eventually  welded  by  capital  itself  into  a  class, 
which  enters  the  political  arena  to  take  the  future  into  its  own 
hands. 

While  this  process  was  developing,  the  productive  forces 
released  by  social  labour  in  capitalist  society  rapidly  expanded. 
The  world  market  was  created;  British  capital  accumulation  gave 
the  stimulus  from  which  other  nations  developed  capitalist  pro- 
duction. The  immense  accumulation  of  wealth  went  side  by  side 
with  its  concentration  in  fewer  hands.  The  imperialist  stage  of 
capitalism  was  reached.  The  antagonisms  within  capitalist 
society  grew  to  immense  proportions.  The  commercial  crises  of 
which  the  Communist  Manifesto  speaks  did  not  cease;  they 
burst  out  with  growing  intensity  as  world  crises.  The  capitalist 
rivalry  of  1848  grew  into  the  rivalry  of  imperialist  groups,  giving 
rise  to  world  wars.  Alongside  the  struggle  of  the  working  class 
in  the  industrial  countries  there  arose  the  national  liberation 
movements  of  the  peoples  oppressed  by  imperialism.  The  stage 
was  set  for  that  great  historical  period  which  ends  not  only 
capitalist  society,  but  the  many  thousand  years  of  successive 
societies  divided  into  classes. 

The  Transition  Begins 

That  period  began  when  the  Russian  working  class,  and  its 
Communist  Party,  led  by  Lenin  and  Stalin,  overthrew  the  land- 
lords and  the  capitalists  and  made  itself  the  ruling  class.  From 
that  moment  on,  the  first  Socialist  State  in  history  was  ranged 
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alongside  the  working  class  in  capitalist  countries  and  the  libera- 
tion movement  of  the  colonial  peoples  in  the  struggle  against  the 
exploiters.  Now,  after  the  victorious  war  against  fascism,  great 
new  forces  have  arisen,  bringing  fresh  reserves  to  fight  against 
the  decaying  social  order,  withdrawing  vast  territories  from 
imperialist  penetration  and  control. 

Look  at  the  world  today.  Note  the  sharp  contrast  between  the 
rising  material  life,  the  sureness  of  purpose  and  intellectual  life 
in  the  Socialist  world,  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  chaos,  insecurity 
and  crisis,  the  material,  moral  and  intellectual  bankruptcy  of  the 
capitalist  world.  Is  not  this  contrast  in  itself  proof  of  Ore  vital 
significance  and  power  of  Marxism,  its  inevitable  triumph  over 
the  outworn  ideas  of  capitalist  society? 

Stalin  speaks  of  the  tremendous  role  of  new  social  ideas: 

"  The  new  ideas  organise  and  mobilise  the  masses ;  the  masses 
become  welded  into  a  new  political  army,  create  a  new  revolutionary 
power,  and  make  use  of  it  to  abolish  by  force  the  old  system  of 
relations  of  production,  and  to  firmly  establish  the  new  system." 

The  new  ideas  embodied  in  the  Communist  Manifesto  have 
played  such  a  part  in  the  hundred  years  since  1848.  They  will 
^continue  to  play  this  part  until  the  whole  world  has  been  trans* 
formed. 

The  message  of  the  Communist  Manifesto  has  exceptional 
significance  today,  when  the  bankruptcy  of  capitalist  society  is 
so  clearly  evident.  Last  summer,  the  representatives  of  sixteen 
European  Governments  produced  a  document  describing  the 
situation  and  needs  of  their  countries.  This  document  contains 
the  declaration  that: 

"  It  lies  beyond  the  wit  of  man  to  prophesy  the  future,"  and  "  The 
exact  date  at  which  the  plan  will  be  crowned  with  success  depends 
on  the  history  of  the  next  few  years  which  is  still  veiled  from  human 
eyes." 

That  cry  of  despair,  the  cry  of  the  sorcerer  no  longer  able  to 
control  the  powers  of  the  nether  world,  reflects  the  outlook  of 
the  capitalist  world  today.  The  politicians  whose  horizons  are 
bounded  by  capitalist  society  find  themselves  faced  with  con- 
tradictions that  they  cannot  solve.  Their  political  life  depends 
on  deceiving  the  people.  Inevitably  they  are  timid  braggarts, 
fighting  sham  fights,  serving  narrow,  corrupt  interests. 

Over  against  the  despair  and  helplessness  of  the  capitalist 
world  stands  Communism,  with  its  unbounded  faith  in  the 
power  of  the  people  to  fight  their  way  forward  to  the  next  stage 
of  human  society. 

For  Communists,  politics  is  not  a  means  to  self-advancement 
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and  deception  of  the  people,  but  a  serious,  organised  struggle  of 
the  people  themselves  to  bring  about  a  fundamental  change  in 
society.  They  devote  themselves  to  this  struggle  in  the  interests 
of  the  working  class  and  the  future  of  their  country;  they  have 
no  other  interests  to  serve.  It  is  this  that  gives  Communist 
political  leaders  the  integrity  and  strength  of  character  that 
distinguishes  such  men  as  Dimitrov,  Tito,  and  William  Gallacher, 
honoured  by  the  working  class  in  every  country.  And  the 
strength  of  the  Communist  political  leaders  is  also  the  strength 
of  the  Communist  Parties.  The  delegates  at  the  last  Congress 
of  the  Italian  Communist  Party  had  served  a  total  of  1,600 
years  of  imprisonment.  It  is  impossible  for  politicians  of  the 
type  of  Churchill,  Truman,  Attlee  or  Bevin  to  frighten  such 
people. 


The  Battle  of  Ideas 


In  his  speech  to  the  Nine  Parties  Conference,  Zhdanov  pointed 
out  that  America's  expansionist  foreign  policy  involved,  in 
addition  to  military  and  economic  measures,  also  an  ideological 
struggle.  The  battle  of  ideas,  the  slandering  of  Communism  is 
not  new.  Already  in  1848,  Marx  and  Engels  devoted  consider- 
able attention  to  it.  What  is  new  is  that  the  experience  of  war 
has  made  a  profound  upheaval  in  people's  minds;  they  do  not 
want  the  new  war  which  American  imperialism  is  preparing: 

"  The  warmongers  fully  realise  that  long  ideological  preparation  is 
necessary  before  they  can  get  their  soldiers  to  fight  the  Soviet  Union." 

Therefore,  they  seek  to  discredit  the  Socialist  Soviet  Union 
and  the  People's  Democracies;  they  seek  to  discredit  Com- 
munism. Their  favourite  method  in  this  battle  is  to  accuse  the 
progressive  forces  of  precisely  those  aims  and  intentions  which 
mark  the  outlook  of  the  imperialist  reactionaries  themselves. 

American  imperialism,  expansionist  and  aggressive,  accuses 
the  Socialist  Soviet  Union  of  imperialism,  and  these  charges 
are  obediently  echoed  by  Labour  imperialists  in  this  country. 
In  the  capitalist  world,  an  advanced  industrial  country  is  of 
necessity  an  aggressive,  imperialist  country,  because  the  expand- 
ing force  of  monopoly  capitalism  drives  outward  to  conquer 
new  spheres  for  the  export  of  capital  and  the  exploitation  of 
other  peoples.  But  when  monopoly  capitalism  is  destroyed, 
imperialism  disappears.  As  the  Communist  Manifesto  declares: 
"  In  proportion  as  the  exploitation  of  one  individual  by  another 
is  put  an  end  to,  the  exploitation  of  one  nation  by  another  will 
also  be  put  an  end  to."  In  a  Socialist  country,  there  is  no  class 


which  could  benefit  from  the  exploitation  of  other  peoples. 
Imperialism,  with  its  accompanying  ideas  of  the  "  master  race," 
of  the  superiority  of  white  over  coloured  peoples,  which  reflect 
the  actual  domination  of  imperialist  exploiters,  have  no  place 
in  a  society  in  which  landlords  and  capitalists  no  longer  exist. 

The  imperialists  declare  that  national  sovereignty  is  an  out- 
of-date  conception,  and  that  nations  must  sink  their  identity  in 
a  Western  European  economic  and  political  unity.  They  charge 
Communism  with  opposing  the  great  international  conceptions 
of  Marshall  and  Bevin. 

In  the  Communist  Manifesto,  Marx  and  Engels  exposed  the 
use  made  by  the  capitalist  class  of  the  phrase  "national  interests" 
to  cover  its  own  class  interests.  To  expose  this  deception,  they 
declared :  "  The  working  men  have  no  country."  But  they  added 
that  the  working  class  "  must  rise  to  be  the  leading  class  of  the 
nation,  must  constitute  itself  the  nation." 

The  fight  for  national  independence,  already  supported  by 
Marx  in  relation  to  the  national  problems  of  his  period,  became 
of  extreme  significance  in  the  imperialist  stage  of  capitalism. 
Lenin  and  Stalin  fought  against  the  spurious  internationalism 
that  refuses  to  recognise  the  struggle  for  national  independence. 
Lenin  further  rejected  the  theory  that  imperialism  meant  only 
the  subjection  of  colonial  peoples,  pointing  out  that  "  it  is  not 
only  in  newly  opened-up  countries,  but  also  in  the  old  ones,  that 
imperialism  is  leading  to  annexation." 

We  have  seen  the  truth  of  this  in  the  German  imperialist 
conquest  of  developed  industrial  countries  as  well  as  backward 
countries.  And  we  have  also  seen  how,  in  the  victorious  national 
struggle  for  liberation,  the  working  class  in  many  countries  has 
risen  to  be  the  leading  class  in  the  nation. 

When  the  imperialists  now  raise  the  slogans  of  ending  national 
sovereignty  and  merging  the  nations  in  a  Western  European 
economic  and  political  bloc,  their  aim  is  to  check  and  destroy 
this  advance  of  the  working  class  to  be  the  leading  class  in  the 
nation.  Under  cover  of  ending  national  sovereignty,  they  want 
to  extend  their  own  imperialist  hold  over  those  countries,  to 
turn  them  into  colonies.  In  such  conditions,  the  fight  for 
national  independence,  against  dollar  penetration  and  inter- 
ference, against  all  imperialist  domination  of  other  peoples,  is  a 
class  issue  of  the  first  importance. 


New  Social  Relations 

Expounding  the  theory  of  historical  materialism,  the  Com- 
munist Manifesto  shows  that: 


"  man's  ideas,  views  and  conceptions,  change  with  every  change  in 
the  conditions  of  his  material  existence,  in  his  social  relations  and  in 
his  social  life." 

Today,  over  a  great  part  of  the  world,  the  conditions  of  man's 
material  existence,  and  with  them  his  social  relations  and  social 
life,  have  radically  changed.  It  is,  therefore,  inevitable  that 
there  should  be  a  considerable  gap  between  the  outlook  of  the 
peoples  still  living  in  capitalist  conditions  and  the  outlook  of 
the  Soviet  people  and  other  peoples  whose  conditions  have 
radically  changed.  This  makes  it  possible  for  the  capitalist  class, 
and  those  in  the  Labour  movement  whose  ideas  have  never  gone 
beyond  capitalism,  to  play  on  this  difference  of  outlook,  and  so 
to  divide  the  workers  and  to  maintain  their  own  hold  over  con- 
siderable sections. 

Churchill,  Attlee  and  Bevin  declare  that  there  is  no  demo- 
cracy without  two  political  parties,  and  this  conception  meets 
ready  acceptance  in  our  society,  which  is  divided  into  classes. 
Was  it  not  the  conflict  of  class  interests  that  brought  into 
existence  the  party  of  the'  land-owners  and  the  party  of  the 
capitalists  ?  Was  it  not  the  full  domination  of  capitalism  and  the 
formation  of  the  modern  working  class  that  brought  about  the 
consolidation  of  the  ruling  class  behind  the  Tories  and  the  rise 
of  the  Labour  Party  ?  Are  two  parties  not,  therefore,  vital 
to  democratic  advance?  This  conclusion  is  fully  justified  in 
a  society  that  is  divided  into  classes  with  conflicting  interests. 

But  the  victory  of  the  working  class  makes  a  fundamental 
change.  When  the  traditional  property  relations  have  been 
ended,  and  with  them  the  exploitation  of  man  by  man;  when 
there  is  no  longer  an  exploiting  class — then  there  can  no  longer 
be  a  party  to  represent  the  interests  of  the  exploiters.  Then  a 
single  party  represents  the  united  will  of  a  united  people, 
working  for  a  common  end — a  society  "  in  which  the  free 
development  of  each  is  the  condition  for  the  free  develop- 
ment of  all."  Far  from  ending  democracy,  the  disappearance 
of  the  two-party  system  in  such  conditions  gives  to  demo- 
cracy a  wider,  richer  content  for  the  people  than  it  could 
ever  have  in  a  society  divided  into  classes.  But  for  this 
very  reason,  its  edge  is  turned  against  the  remnants  of  the  old 
ruling  class  and  the  agents  of  foreign  imperialism  who  try  to 
obstruct  and  defeat  the  will  of  the  people. 

When  the  new  social  relations  come  into  existence,  it  is 
inevitable  that  many  working  class  or  peasant  leaders  who  were 
prominent  in  the  old  society  should  fall  by  the  wayside,  unable 
to  adjust  their  outlook  to  the  new  society.  In  the  first  stages 
they  may  still  have  personal  prestige  and  a  certain  following. 
But  the  rapid  loss  of  that  following  is  not  to  be  explained  by 


any  alleged  Communist  dictatorship.  The  process  is  much 
simpler,  and  it  was  described  a  hundred  years  ago  by  Marx 
and  Engels  in  connection  with  the  aristocrats  who  preached 
feudal  socialism.  "  The  people,"  they  wrote,  "  so  often  as  it 
joined  them,  saw  on  their  hindquarters  the  old  feudal  coats  of 
arms,  and  deserted  with  loud  and  irreverent  laughter".  That 
has  been  the  fate  of  the  Mikolajczyks  and  the  Peyers.  Nor  is 
it  surprising  that  in  such  circumstances  such  individuals  turn 
for  aid  to  foreign  imperialists,  who  they  imagine  can  restore  to 
them  their  former  glory. 


A  Radical  Rupture  with  Past  Ideas 

The  understanding  that  the  ideas  current  in  a  class  society 
are  inevitably  drawn  from  that  society,  and  that  when  the  social 
relations  change,  a  radical  rupture  with  traditional  ideas  takes 
place,  is  an  essential  part  of  the  Marxist  approach.  And  this 
understanding  is  necessary  not  only  in  politics  but  in  the  cultural 
field  as  well. 

What  does  the  fight  "for  a  free  press  mean  in  a  class  society  ? 
It  is  a  part  of  the  struggle  of  a  rising  class  against  an  existing 
ruling  class.  When  Milton  fought  for  freedom  of  the  printed 
word,  he  raised  the  banner  of  the  growing  capitalist  class.  When 
we  today  fight  for  the  Daily  Worker,  we.  raise  the  banner  of  the 
working  class.  But  when  the  working  class  has  risen  to  be  the 
ruling  class,  has  made  itself  the  nation,  then  the  slogan  of  a 
free  press  is  turned  into  its  opposite  by  reactionary  remnants 
of  the  old  ruling  class  and  the  foreign  imperialist  interests  behind 
them,  in  order  to  give  them  the  continued  right  to  poison  the 
minds  of  the  people.  The  reality  is  that  in  a  classless  society 
the  press  is  for  the  first  time  free.  Capitalist  monopoly  of  the 
press  has  been  destroyed,  and  the  working  people — including 
those  who  work  on  the  press — have  full  freedom  of  the  press, 
which  is  entirely  in  their  hands. 

The  Communist  Manifesto  shows  that  when  the  capitalists  and 
their  hangers-on  charge  Communists  with  intending  to  abolish 
individuality,  what  they  mean  is  bourgeois  individuality,  the 
right  of  the  owner  of  capital  to  exploit,  to  crush  the  individuality 
of  nine-tenths  of  the  population.  It  is  no  different  with  the 
charge  that  Communism  means  the  end  of  culture,  the 
repression  of  the  individuality  of  the  .writer,  artist  and  musician. 
Here  also  even  many  well-meaning  people,  who  are  still  unable 
to  break  through  the  barriers  of  thought  erected  by  the  society 
in  which  they  live,  find  themselves  hesitant  and  questioning. 
They  see  the  fight  for  the  right  to  express  themselves  freely  as 
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an  essential  part  of  the  struggle  against  the  commercialisation 
and  reactionary  use  of  art.  Where  they  are  wrong  is  that  they 
set  up  this  type  of  struggle,  which  has  a  definite  historical 
justification  in  capitalist  society,  as  an  eternal  principle,  valid 
also  in  a  society  without  classes. 

But  when  the  social  conditions  change,  and  with  this  change 
the  commercialisation  and  reactionary  class  influence  jn  art  is 
ended,  it  is  precisely  the  reactionaries  who,  under  cover  of  an 
alleged  fight  for  individuality,  strive  to  protect  the  traces  of 
the  capitalist  social  outlook  that  still  remain  in  the  minds  of 
the  artists.  It  is  one  of  the  historic  tasks  of  a  Socialist  society 
not  only  to  sweep  away  the  material  barriers  that  in  capitalism 
hold  back  the  development  of  the  individual,  but  also  to  wipe 
out  the  traces  of  the  cramped  and  warped  outlook  inherited 
from  capitalist  society.  In  doing  this,  Socialist  society  opens 
up  for  the  whole  people,  and  in  particular  for  the  artist,  the 
writer  and  the  musician,  an  individuality  that  is  really  human. 
This  is  the  significance  of  the  events  in  this  field  in  the  Soviet 
Union. 

In  the  present  period,  the  battle  of  ideas  is  of  exceptional 
importance  for  the  future  of  humanity.  The  imperialists  cannot 
pursue  their  selfish  aims  without  destroying  planned  develop- 
ment and  democracy  by  means  of  force,  by  means  of  war. 
Therefore,  it  is  necessary  for  the  imperialists  to  present  the 
destruction  of  planning  as  liberty,  to  present  chaos  as  order, 
to  present  preparations  for  war  as  the  means  to  peace.  It  is 
the  task  of  Communists  to  defeat  the  imperialist  propaganda, 
to  expose  its  class  character  whether  it  finds  expression  in  open 
politics  or  in  concealed  forms  as  ethical,  philosophical,  historical 
or  sociological  ideas,  or  in  the  fields  of  science,  literature  or  art. 

Our  task  in  Britain  is  made  more  difficult  by  the  lack  of  theory 
in  the  working-class  movement,  which  in  so  far  as  it- still  holds 
good,  means  that  the  working  class  is  dominated  by  the  ideas 
of  the  ruling  class,  by  the  ideas  of  the  right-wing  Labour  leaders 
which  reflect  only  the  existing  capitalist  society.  When  Cripps, 
for  example,  says  that  the  workers  are  not  fitted  to  run  industry, 
and  Morrison  speaks  of  getting  the  best  brains  to  manage 
nationalised  industries,  what  are  these  but  ideas  that  reflect 
a  class  society  in  which  the  leading  positions  are  reserved  for  the 
rich?  What  is  it  but  a  reflection  of  this  class  society  when 
Attlee  and  Bevin  present  a  powerful  Socialist  country  as  a 
menace  to  the  world,  and  the  victory  of  the  working  people  over 
the  landowners  and  capital:sts  in  the  New  Democracies  as  the 
suppression  of  liberty?  The  advance  of  Socialism  and  demo- 
cracy is  indeed  a  menace  to  the  capital's!  society  within  which 
these  right-wing  Labour  leaders  have  won  fame. 
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But  harsh  facts  are  helping  to  expose  to  the  workers  the  decep- 
tion of  the  ideas  they  put  forward,  and  the  bankruptcy  of  the 
policy  based  on  these  ideas. 


Our  Party's  Achievements 

This  battle  of  ideas  has  to  be  fought  on  every  field.  Alongside 
the  ideological  struggle  in  the  directly  political  field,  in  which 
every  member  of  the  Party  must  ceaselessly  engage,  I  want 
here  particularly  to  stress  the  responsibility  of  those  comrades 
who  work  in  specialised  fields  or  have  special  opportunities  for 
taking  the  offensive  in  the  battle  of  ideas  in  its  more  abstract  forms. 

Our  Party  is  not  without  considerable  achievements  to  its 
credit  in  these  fields.  It  is  only  necessary  to  mention  such  names 
as  Clive  Branson,  Christopher  Caudwell,  John  Cornford,  Maurice 
Cornforth,  Maurice  Dobb,  Ben  Farrington,  Ralph  Fox,  J.  B.  S. 
Haldane,  Christopher  Hill,  T.  A.  Jackson,  Hyman  Levy,  John 
Lewis,  George  Thomson. 

Alongside  these  comrades,  we  have  many  hundreds  of  others 
who,  in  their  own  fields,  are  developing  themselves  in  fighting 
the  battle  of  ideas  and  helping  to  spread  the  Marxist  outlook 
in  science,  history,  economics,  philosophy,  literature  and  the 
arts.  The  further  development  of  organised  work  in  these  fields 
is  a  necessary  part  of  the  struggle  for  a  new  society.  It  is  an 
aspect  of  the  class  struggle,  not  something  divorced  from  the 
class  struggle.  And,  therefore,  as  in  other  forms  of  the  class 
struggle,  it  is  essentially  partisan — it  is  a  continuous  and  unceas- 
ing fight  against  the  ideas  which  bolster  up  the  old  society,  and 
for  the  ideas  which  further  the  advance  of  the  working  people 
towards  a  new  society. 

Yet  it  is  extremely  difficult  for  the  student,  to  whom  bourgeois- 
teaching  presents  the  material  already  weighed  out  and  parcelled 
up  in  bourgeois  wrappers,  to  get  down  to  the  essence  of  things. 

It  is  always  difficult  for  us  to  recognise  the  influence  on  our 
own  outlook  of  the  society  in  which  we  live.  It  is  difficult  for 
us  to  make  a  radical  rupture  with  the  bourgeois  ideas  which 
surround  us  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave.  There  is,  therefore, 
a  tendency  to  ideological  compromise,  to  reconciliation  between 
Marxism  and  bourgeois  ideas,  all  the  more  so  when  these 
bourgeois  ideas  are  dressed  up  in  so-called  new  and  revolutionary 
forms  in  economics,  literature  and  the  arts.  There  is  only  one 
safeguard  against  this  tendency — to  search  for  and  find  the 
reality  of  the  class  struggle  behind  these  abstractions.  Once  this 
has  been  done,  but  not  before,  it  becomes  possible  both  to  fight 
the  false  ideas  without  compromise  and  also  to  win  for  Marxism 
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writers  and  artists  who  have  begun  to  break  the  ideological  fetters 
of  the  past  but  are  still  entangled  in  them. 

Our  Party  has  already  carried  out  a  tremendous  task  in  the 
widespread  distribution  of  the  Communist  Manifesto  printed  in 
the  Daily  Worker.  But  this  is  only  a  beginning.  We  must  make 
it  the  foundation  for  the  even  wider  campaign  outlined  in  the 
Resolution  before  Congress.  In  this  campaign  we  must  take  the 
message  of  the  Communist  Manifesto  into  every  town  and 
village,  every  factory  and  place  of  work.  We  must  see  this  as  a 
major  political  task  that  runs  alongside  every  other  changing 
task  throughout  the  year.  Every  Party  member,  new  or  old  in 
membership  of  the  Party,  should  once  again  study  the  Com- 
munist Manifesto  in  all  its  richness  of  content,  its  exposure  of 
capitalism,  its  supreme  confidence  in  the  victorious  struggle 
of  the  working  class.  It  must  be  the  subject  of  classes  and  public 
lectures  all  over  the  country.  This  is  the  way  in  which  our  Parly 
can  fittingly  celebrate  the  centenary  of  the  Communist  Manifesto 
and  the  hundred  years  of  working-class  struggle  which  it  has 
guided  and  inspired. 

Confidence  in  Our  People 

In  fulfilling  this  task,  let  us  be  conscious  of  the  goal  to  which 
we  strive.  The  fight  against  the  present  order  of  society,  the 
fight  to  transform  the  material  conditions  in  which  we  live,  is  a 
fight  to  open  up  for  mankind  a  really  human  existence.  We 
absolutely  reject  the  pessimism  and  despair  of  so-called 
intellectuals  who  see  in  human  history  nothing  but  a  ceaseless 
repetition  of  fruitless  efforts,  and  who  present  the  tremendous 
advance  of  the  peoples  today  as  if  it  were  the  overwhelming  of 
human  civilisation  by  barbarian  hordes. 

We,  on  the  contrary,  see  that  advance  and  our  part  in  it,  as 
the  shattering  of  a  civilisation  that  is  too  narrow  to  contain  the 
achievements  of  mankind,  a  civilisation  which  at  its  present  stage 
must  inevitably  plunge  man  back  into  barbarism  unless  it  is 
replaced  by  a  new  and  higher  order  of  society. 

We  do  not  despise  the  past  achievements  of  mankind,  we  do 
not  see  in  them  the  fruitless  endeavours  of  men  and  women 
whom  some  implacable  fate  has  doomed  to  frustration.  On  the 
contrary,  we  value  them  because,  in  toil  and  struggle,  these  our 
forerunners  have  raised  man  to  the  heights  from  which  he  can 
see  the  Socialist  future,  and  have  shaped  the  weapons  with  which 
we  can  conquer  it.  We  value,  in  particular,  the  contribution 
which  our  own  countrymen  have  made  to  the  onward  march  of 
mankind,  in  all  fields  of  science  and  the  arts,  but  above  all  in 
the  organisation  and  struggle  of  the  working  class.  Let  us  not 
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auove  Attlee,  Bevin,  Cripps,  Morrison  and  other 
defenders  of  the  decaying  social  order  !  How  the  worker  and 
peasant  of  China,  battling  for  over  ten  years  against  seemingly 
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invincible  odds,  stands  out  above 
and  corrupt  warlords  backed  by 

It  is  these  people  who  are  the  forerunners  of  a  new  type  of 
man.  It  is  their  courageous  struggle  that  brings  "into  existence 
the  society  out  of  which  will  emerge  that  new  type  of  man,  freed 
from  the  material  and  intellectual  fetters  of  a  class  society,  and 
able  to  rise  to  heights  as  yet  unknown. 

Today  the  capitalist  world  is  in  turmoil  and  chaos,  beset  by 
contradictions  which  it  can  no  longer  solve.  Today  the  Socialist 
world,  firmly  based  and  rapidly  growing  in  strength,  is  opening 
new  horizons  for  mankind.  It  is  the  task  of  our  Party  to  carry 
the  message  of  Marxism  to  the  British  working  class,  to  inspire 
and  guide  it  in  its  fight  for  the  new  order  of  society,  to  make  it 
conscious  that  it  has  a  world  to  win. 


The  discussion  on  this  speech  will  be 
published .  as     a    special    pamphlet. 
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